HONINGTON & SAPISTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 10t November 2025 in
Honington & Sapiston Village Hall at 7pm.

In attendance: - Cllrs Rob Williams, Stephen Read, David Plampin, Sue Jay,
Debbie Cram, Steve Hards, Julie Goss and lan Patterson-Parker. West Suffolk Cllr Andrew Smith and
Suffolk County ClIr Joanna Spicer joined us along with 1 member of the public.

ITEM

DISCUSSION

ACTION & RESULTS

1.Welcome and Apologies

The Chairman RW welcomed all
those present to the meeting.
Apologies were received from
Cllr RH, St Cdr. Mark Hinde and
Euston Estate Director Robert
Childerhouse. Apologies were
given for the delayed arrival of
the Clerk.

2. Declarations of Interest

Declarations of Interest were
expressed by Cllrs DC, DP, SJ,
SR, IPP and JG.

3. Police Report

1 incident has been reported
since our last meeting. This
occurred in Honington Village.

4. RAF Report

Clirs look forward to welcoming
the new St. Cmdr. Mark Hinde
to a meeting in the new year.
The Council have received
notice of upcoming flying
activity to take place from 17—
21°* November.

Details to be placed on the
Website.

5. West Suffolk Clir’s Report —
Andrew Smith

WS Clir AS informed Clirs that
the Village Hall will receive £273
for 2 years due to the loss of
income from the bottle banks.
The Street Sign for Troston
Road has been ordered but not
received

The installation of Solar Panels
to the Village Hall is ongoing.
Clir AS updated Clirs on the
responsibilities of Village Halls
to segregate waste when the
new rules are implemented.
The Village Hall (as a micro
business) will not have to




comply with this new rule until
31/03/2027.

6. Suffolk County Clir’s Report —
Joanna Spicer

SCC Spicer was disappointed
that the Council have not
received the new street light as
at the time of the meeting.

Clir JS updated us on the local
Bird Flu Restrictions. Honington
and Sapiston are within the
10km surveillance zone.

After a recent meeting with the
new St. Cdr. The condition of
local road signs was discussed.
Clir JS is scheduled to have a
meeting with Sophie (who
replaces Andy Moore) at the
end of November.

The sign at the crossroads along
the Bardwell Road out of
Sapiston is missing the central
Cross.

Questions were also asked
about the ownership of the
surrounding hedges. These will
belong to Euston Estate (RAF
side of the road) or Troston
Farms (shops side of the road).

The A134 (Ixworth — Stanton)
will be resurfaced after damage
was caused to the surface by
recent rainfall.

Clir JS reported that elections
will take place next year for an
elected Mayor for Suffolk and
Norfolk.

Clir JS suggested we chase with
the Street Lighting Manager.

Posters to be advertised on
Website and Notice Boards. To
be e-mailed to the St. Cmdr

Clerk to report the signs on the
SCC website.

Clerk to report

7. Minutes of the last meeting
held on 8™ September 2025.

The minutes of the meeting
held on September 8™ were
approved.

8. Matters Arising

Issues raised from the meeting
include:




8.2. Clerk’s Report

4 more bollards have been
purchased and will be installed
by the Blackbourne River area.

Clir RW looks forward to
discussing footpath provision
with EE RC. Clirs are hoping
paths will be opened up
especially the path from Clay
Lane round the back to the
Coney Weston Road.

The clearing of the brambles on
the playing field will be
postponed until the spring due
to the ground being soft and
wet.

The Sandbags have been
removed from the Sapiston Bus
Shelter.

Clir RW asked ClIr IPP to update
Bus Shelter timings as and when
needed.

A copy of the report presented
to ClIrs is included with the
minutes along with comments
made.

Clir will supply Postcrete when
needed. Clir RW & CllIr SH will
install.

Cllr IPP to ask for contact details
from EE for John.

Clir IPP

9. Highways
9.1. Outstanding matters

9.2. Road Closures
Communication

9.3. Footpaths

Clir SH reported that the grate is
blocked which in turn
contributes to the Willow Green
Flooding.

SID repairs are due to be
completed on November 13t
when the contractor attends.

Cutting back of hedging will be
discussed with EE.

No further updates have been
received.

A date for discussion with EE RH
is to be confirmed.

Clerk to report

Cllr RW

Cllr RW

Clir RW




10. Planning

No Planning Applications have
been received.

11. Items for Discussion
11.1 Playing Field Inspections
and Playground Proposals

The report from Clir RH was
circulated prior to the meeting.
Clir SH reported that his recent
inspection raised the following
points:

Weeds around equipment and
fort.

More bark needed and to
monitor the surround.

Surface beneath tables needs
attention.

Football Nets.

All ClIrs agreed to installing
slabs under the whole of the
shelter. Cllr DP provided a
quote for the project of around
£700.

After discussion with Terry, ClIr
DP proposed the purchase of 5
bags of bark. The quote for this
is £425 + VAT.

Clirs raised the issue of
replacing the membrane, but
after discussion it was decided
to leave it for now.

Clir SJ presented 2 quotes for a
Zip Wire.

Wood £5,043 + VAT &
installation

Steel £7,380 + VAT &
installation

The zip wire would be 1.3 high
and run for 23m.

All ClIrs agreed to explore the
steel option and a full quote will
be obtained.

A further quote for a spring
bumble bee was provided at
£1,185 + VAT

All Clirs agreed to proceed.

All ClIrs agreed to purchase the
bark.

Clir SJ to obtain full quote for a
steel zip wire.




11.2. Poster Competition

11.3. PKF Audit Report

11.4. Affordable Housing
Opportunity

11.5. Consultation on proposed
changes to the WS Local Tax
Reduction Scheme 2026/27

Clirs have agreed we ask the
Primary School to design a
poster warning of the perils of
dog fouling. Gift Vouchers will
be given to the winners and the
winning entries will be printed
and displayed around the
villages.

Clirs agreed to publish the
report from PKF on the website
from October 21° to 2™
December.

The Council has received
communication from The Rural
Housing Partnership. Clirs
discussed its exception scheme
(where affordable homes are
prioritised for locals). Clir AS
explained that the exception
scheme is only available to
developments where the land
has been gifted to the
community. This would not
apply to the Troston Road site.
The Bardwell Road site has no
affordable home allocation.

WS Council is currently
reviewing its LCTRS (the
decreased contribution rate for
working age customers,
maximum discount of 100 %
supporting low-income
households). The consultation
runs from 28" October — 25
November.

Cllr RW to liaise with the School
in the New Year.

Clerk to write to the Rural
Housing Partnership, expressing
the Council’s views.

Online Consultation open

12. Finance
12.1. Thank You'’s and Requests

A thank you has been received
from Martin Waterman for the
donation to the Christmas
Fayre.

A request has been received
from the Year 6 pupils of

All ClIrs agreed to give the
pupils £300.




12.2. Payments to be
Authorised

Honington Primary to help with
costs for a trip to London.

Clir RW & SR signed the
approval form which is included
with the minutes for payments
to be made.

13. Correspondence

ltems received:

WSC Financial Inclusion
Glasdon

Local Government
Reorganisation

14. Matters to Report
14.1. Precept

14.2. West Suffolk Carol
Service — Monday December 1%t
at 7pm

14.3. Postal Vote Reapplication

14.4. Christmas Bin Changes

14.5. Bird Flu

14.6. Fallen Tree

The Precept needs to be
submitted by January 22" 2026

Clirs RW, SJ, and JG plan to
attend.

Reapplying to receive a postal
vote.

Poster advertising revised
collection days.

Bird flu has been confirmed
near Honington. We are now
within the 10km surveillance
zone.

The school have been asked to
remove from the village green
the debris from the fallen tree.

Clirs to submit any items for
budgetary consideration.

If you applied to receive a
postal vote before January
2024; you will need to reapply
before 31° January 2026.
Newsletter item

Newsletter Item.

To be displayed on Notice
Boards

Posters to be placed on Website
and Notice Boards.

Clerk to forward to St. Cdr.

Clirs hope that after the recent
damage a tree survey is
completed

15. Date of the Next Meeting

Monday 12" January 2026 at
7pm.

There being no further business
the meeting was closed at
8.30pm






