
HONINGTON & SAPISTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 8th September 2025 in 

Honington & Sapiston Village Hall at 7pm. 

In attendance: - Councillor’s Rob Williams, Stephen Read, Robin Howe, David Plampin, 
Sue Jay, Debbie Cram, Julie Goss, Ian Parterson-Parker and Steve Hards.  West Suffolk 

Councillor Andrew Smith was also present along with 2 members of the public. 

ITEM DISCUSSION ACTION & RESULTS 

1.Welcome and Apologies The Chairman Cllr RW 
welcomed all those present 
to the meeting. This 
followed the presentation 
by Euston Estate on the 
proposed housing 
developments in the 
villages. 
Apologies were received 
from Cllr Joanna Spicer who 
was held up with another 
Parish Council meeting. 

 

2. Declarations of Interest The Declaration of Interest 
Form was circulated and 
signed by those declaring an 
interest. 

 

3. Police Report The following incidents have 
been reported since our last 
meeting: 
Honington Village – 3 
Honington RAF – 5 
Sapiston – 1 

 

4. RAF Report No report was received 
from the RAF.  Cllrs look 
forward to welcoming the 
New Station Commander, 
whom the Chairman hopes 
to meet soon.   
The Council have been 
informed that RAF 
Honington will be 
welcoming Wildcats 
Helicopters from 1200 hrs 
on September 12th until 
September 15th although 
there will be no flying over 
the weekend. Flying will 
commence from 15th 

 



September until the 26th 
September. 

5. West Suffolk Councillor’s 
Report – Mr Andrew Smith 

WS Cllr Andrew Smith 
presented to Council the 
adopted Local Plan 
document. 
After this evening’s 
presentation Cllrs look 
forward to receiving the 
final plans when they are 
submitted and emphasised 
the importance of Highway 
safety at both sites and the 
ditch along the Bardwell 
Road in Sapiston in dealing 
with flood preventation.  
Cllrs will also explore 
extending the 30mph zone 
along the Troston Road. 
 
The Troston Road sign has 
been ordered. 
 
Cllr AS informed Cllrs that a 
decision will be made by the 
Minister on 23rd September 
regarding the new unitary 
council of Suffolk. Proposals 
include 1 unitary Council 
and 3 unitary Councils, 
comprising of a larger West 
Suffolk and East Suffolk 
Councils along with an 
Ipswich Council.   
 
Questions were invited and 
Cllr IPP asked if with the 
change in bin collections 
next April, it would be the 
responsibility of those who 
hire the hall to dispose of 
waste in the correct 
containers.  Cllr AS advised 
that current arrangements 
for trade waste would not 
apply and he believed it 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr AS to clarify. 



would be the responsibility 
of the hirer.  
   

6. County Councilor’s Report 
– Mrs Joanna Spicer 

Cllr JS was unable to attend 
but points raised from the 
meeting will be submitted 
to Cllr Spicer through the 
Chair. 

 

7. Minutes of the last 
meeting held on 14th July 
2025. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.1. Matters Arising 

WS Cllr AS clarified the 
situation with regards to 
Bottle Bank collections and 
hoped to further update 
Cllrs at a future meeting. 
The minutes of the meeting 
held on July 4th were agreed 
to be an accurate record 
and signed by the Chairman 
RW. 
 
Thanks were given to Cllrs 
RW & SH for erecting 
further bollards by the River 
Blackbourne.  Cllrs agreed 
for another 4 to be 
purchased. 
 
Thanks were given to Cllr SH 
for cutting back the hedging 
along the pathway leading 
to the sewage works. 
 
 
Cllr RW to liaise with Robert 
Childerhouse with regards 
to local footpaths. 
 
 
 
 
Cllrs agreed for Cllr IPP to 
contact Emma at Euston 
Estates to obtain a quote for 
clearing the brambles in the 
ditch at the playing field.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Clerk to purchase 4 traffic 
bollards. 
Cllr DP to purchase 3 bags of 
Postcrete. 
 
 
 
Cllr RW to meet with Giles 
Smith about cutting the top 
of the hedging.  Cllr RW to 
then liaise with Euston 
Estates. 
 
Cllr RW to check with RC 
about the permissive path 
from the RAF Camp to 
Water Lane  
 
 
 
All Cllrs agreed to go ahead 
if the quote is within £300. 
John Gray will be asked to 
quote. 

8. Clerk’s Report A copy of the report 
presented to Councillors is 

 



included with the minutes 
along with comments made. 

9. Highways 
9.1. Outstanding matters 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.2. Road Closures 

Cllrs reported that the 
corner of Willow Green was 
once again flooded after the 
recent deluge.  Water also 
collected by the bridge, and 
Church Road Honington and 
rose by The Drift but did not 
enter any properties. 
 
The order has been placed 
for the New Street Light for 
the corner of the A1088 
after Cllr’s RW and RH met 
with the Street Lighting 
manager. 
 
SID repairs 
 
Cllr RW expressed 
frustration at the abysmal 
lack of communication the 
PC receives with regard to 
local road closures.  
Currently the road is closed 
at Troston until the 10th 
October and this has a huge 
impact on locals driving or 
when using public transport. 
The PC received no notice of 
this.  Traffic Lights also 
appeared outside the Fox 
Pub for 1-day last week 
again no notice was given. 
Council was informed by 
WSC AS that the area 
around Tollgate in Bury 
would face disruption until 
May 2026.  Cllrs found the 
lack  of communication 
disappointing as this issue 
has been raised previously. 

 
SCC JS to be informed. 
It was reported that the 
drains were cleared at 21.00 
on Saturday 6th September 
along with those on the 
A1088. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cllr RW to chase 
 
Cllr RW to raise this with 
SCC JS. 

10. Planning  
App. No. DC/25/1102/HH 
 
 

 
Extension at Rymer Farm.  
 

 
No Objections 
 
 



App. No. DC/25/1120/LB 
 
 
App. No. DC/25/1215/TCA 

Replacement windows at 
Grove Farm Sapiston.  
 
Cut back branches on 11 
trees at 3 Mill Road 
Honington.  

No Objections 
 
 
No Objections 

11. Items for Discussion 
11.1. Playground Inspection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.2. Definitive Map and 
Statement for Honington & 
Sapiston 

 
The recent reports 
completed by Cllr’s RW and 
IPP have been received and 
circulated. 
Cllrs agreed to install more 
paving under the picnic 
table. 
 
Quotes for Garden Services 
will be circulated by Cllr RW.  
Cutting will be as and when 
needed with requests 
reported to Cllr RW. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The definitive map and 
statement for the former 
rural district of Thingoe was 
updated in July 2025.  This 
includes the parishes of 
Honington & Sapiston. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Barnham Flint to install 
 
 
To be discussed at the next 
PC meeting. 
 
 
Inspection Rota 
September – RW 
October – Steve 
November – Robin 
December – David 
January – Stephen 
February – Julie 
March – Ian 
 
 
Further details can be found 
on the County Council’s 
website  

12. Finance 
12.1. Thank you’s and 
Requests 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.2. Payments to be 
Authorised 

 
Requests have been 
received from: 
Martin Waterman for the 
Village Christmas Market. 
 
Families Together  
 
 
Cllrs RW, SR & RH signed the 
approval form which is 

 
Cllrs able to vote agreed to 
donate £300 (Cllrs RH & SH) 
 
 
 
All Cllrs agreed to give £100 
(Cllrs IPP & SJ) 
 
Clerk to process payments. 



included with the minutes 
for payments to be made 

13. Correspondence Items received: 
NBB Outdoors – playground 
equipment 
One Suffolk 

 
Clerk to check insurance 
requirements for a zip wire 

14. Matters to Report 
14.a. SALC Payroll Service 
 
 
 
 
14.b. Suffolk Police and 
Crime Panel Annual Report 
 
14.c. West Suffolk Council 
Annual Report 
 
 
 
14.d. SALC West Suffolk 
Area Forum 
14.e. West Suffolk Parish & 
Town Council Forum 
 
14. f. Community 
Emergency Rest Centre 
Training 
 
 
14.g. Change of Bus Times 
 
 
 
14.h. Cllr Robin Howe 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14.i. Cllr Ian Patterson-
Parker 

 
This service will increase 
from 1st April 2026 from £38 
to £45 + VAT per quarter 
with a charge of £8.50 per 
employee. 
The 2024/25 Annual Report 
of the Suffolk Police and 
Crime Panel is available. 
The Annual West Suffolk 
Report for 2024/25 has 
been published and can be 
found on the West Suffolk 
website or the PC website. 
To take place online on 18th 
September 2025 
To take place on 21st 
October at West Suffolk 
House from 6.45pm. 
Honington & Sapiston 
Village Hall is the venue for 
a Community Rest Centre 
Training event to be held on 
23rd October 2025 6-9pm. 
Whilst road closures take 
place the 07.55 service will 
leave Sapiston 10 minutes 
earlier at 07.45am. 
Cllr RH reported that he had   
cleaned a number of signs 
around the village.  The 
library box had also been 
cleared and tidied.  Cllr RH 
expressed concern about 
the amount of dog mess 
littering our pathways. 
 
 
 
Cllr IPP asked for the 
sandbags to be removed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Check on the Council’s 
website.Suffolk-PCP-Annual-
Report-2024-2025 
 
Westsuffolk.gov.uk 
 
 
 
Cllr RW to participate 
 
Cllr SR to attend 
 
 
4 participants per area can 
book to attend.  
 
 
 
Newsletter Item 
 
 
 
 
All Cllrs agreed this was 
thoughtless and will be 
added to the Newsletter. 
Cllrs considered asking 
school children to design a 
poster as part of a 
competition. 



 
 
14.j Village Picnic 

from the Sapiston Bus 
Shelter. 
Cllr RW led congratulations 
to the Village Hall 
Committee for the 
wonderful picnic held on 
the 7th September to 
commemorate the opening 
of the hall 11 years ago.  

15. Date of the Next 
Meeting 

MONDAY 10TH NOVEMBER 
2025. 7pm in the Village 
Hall. 

 

The meeting was closed at 
8.15pm. 

  

 
 
 
 
Signed …………………………………………………………  
 
 
 
Date………………………………………………………… 




