HONINGTON & SAPISTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 14" July 2025 in

Honington & Sapiston Village Hall at 7pm.

In attendance: - Councillor's Rob Williams, Robin Howe, David Plampin, Sue Jay,
Debbie Cram, Steve Hards, Julie Goss, and lan Patterson-Parker. Suffolk County Councillor
Joanna Spicer and West Suffolk Councillor Andrew Smith were also in attendance.

ITEM

DISCUSSION

ACTION & RESULTS

1.Welcome and Apologies

The Chairman, Clir RW welcomed all those
present to the meeting. Apologies were
received from ClIr SR and Euston Estate
Director Robert Childerhouse.

2. Declaration of Interest

The Declaration of Interest Form was
circulated and signed by those declaring an
interest.

3. Police Report

Since our last meeting in May the following
incidents have been reported:

Honington Village - 7 offences

Sapiston - 2 offences

Honington RAF - 4 offences

The Police continue to visit the village to
check on inconsiderate parking.

Clir IPP reported difficulties experienced by
the bus service recently from volume of
traffic parked outside of the school.

4. RAF Report

No report has been received from the base.

The new Station Commander has been
named as Mark Hind.

No updates on the forthcoming Families
Day have been received at the time of the
meeting.

5. Suffolk County
Councillor’s Report — Mrs
Joanna Spicer

Clir JS informed ClIr's of the quote received
to provide a street light along from the
crossroads on the A1088. The cost is
£4,998 excl VAT. This figure includes
installation and traffic management. An
annual charge of £40-£50 is expected for
running costs/maintence.

The PC requested further warning bollards
to be placed by the river. Some cars are
parking in between the bollards and
blocking the path way causing pedestrians
to walk out into the road.

All ClIr’s agreed to accept
the quote from SCC.

Clir JS will continue to
negotiate the annual
running costs charge.

ClIr JS advised that we
purchase the bollards and
then apply to Highways
for a licence. Clir JS
agreed to an allowance of




Clir SJ asked for an update on Willow
Green.

Clir RH had requested that the hedging be
cut back by the Blackbourne Tree Group
area.

The Clerk had requested SCC clear the
obstructed signage on the approach to the
bridge. This request was declined.

Clir JS was asked about the black boxes that
have been installed on our speed camera
poles.

Clir JS proposed reviewing local footpaths.
Euston Estates RC is keen to see these
reviewed and to explore installing new
footpaths. Clir RH reminded those present
that we have produced a Footpath Map.
Clir RW informed us that some footpaths
were lost around 20 years ago so a review
would be welcomed.

SCC Rights of Way Officer, Claire Dickson
has a list of surrounding routes.

Clir JS informed the PC of a planning
application submitted for a Solar Farm on
land adjacent to the A143 between Ixworth
and Stanton. This will involve 50 hectres.
Clir’'s expressed concern that agricultural
land was being used for Solar provision.

A new application to the Master Plan for
Shepherds Grove East is due to be
submitted. This does notinvolve lkea or a
Car storage business.

up to £200 from her
locality budget.

This remains on a SCC
List. This was last
reported by the Clerk in
May 2025.

The PC will request a
quote.

Clir RW and ClIr SH
agreed to clear the foliage
around the signs.

After the meeting the PC
learnt that these boxes
have been installed by
SCC for traffic
management data.

6. West Suffolk Councillor

Mr Andrew Smith

Cllr Smith informed Council that the
Inspectors’ report into the West Suffolk
Local Plan has been published and is to be




taken to a council meeting to be held on
15% July with a recommendation that the
plan is formally adopted.

The proposal for the Troston Road Site is
allocated 12 homes

The Bardwell Road Site in Sapiston is
allocated 10 homes.

Clir DP asked for clarification of the
affordable homes policy.

The Government have requested that a 30-
month time scale be implemented with the
plan.

Clir DP also asked if Anglian Water are
involved with the Local Plan? Concerns
were raised that water supply to these
proposals could be compromised due to
reservoir supplies and the time it takes to
create further reservoirs.

Clir AS advised ClIr's of the new national
bin scheme “Simpler Recycling” to be
introduced in April 2026. This will introduce
an additional bin plus a food waste caddy.
The food waste will be collected weekly
whilst the others will be fortnightly
(recycling bins alternate weeks), however
the advent of unitary councils may affect
this regularity.

Clir DP asked where the food waste is taken
to?

ClIr SJ asked about the future of Bottle
banks. WS CllIr AS advised that we would
still be able to use these as they are a
useful source of revenue for many
orgainsations.

Clir RW asked for an update on the
demolition of the building at the top of the
Parkway in Bury St. Edmunds.

Cllr RW asked if the Troston Road street
sign could be replaced

10 or more homes
require 40% of properties
to be for affordable
housing.

WS Clir AS informed Clirs
that the food waste is
taken to Adnams in
Southwold for use in their
aerobic digester system.

WS Clir AS has provided
Clirs with further details
on the plans.

WS CliIr AS asked for a
photograph and will
arrange replacement.

7. Minutes of the last
meeting held on 12" May
2025 and 30 June 2025.

The minutes of the meeting held on May
12" were agreed to be an accurate record
and signed by the Chairman RW.

River bank area raised

and improved.

Quote to be sought for
clearing the bottom of
the playing field.




The minutes of the extra meeting held on
30" June were signed as an accurate record
by Clir RH who chaired the meeting.

Goal post moved
Litter bin to be
purchased.

Policies advertised on the
website.

8. Matter’s Arising
8.1. Clerk’s Report

8.2. Parish /Town Forum

A copy of the report presented to
Councillors is included with the minutes
along with comments made.

Cllr RW attended the recent Parish/Town
Forum held in Newmarket. Among the
discussions was a presentation on Bus
Services for which more money has been
allocated this year.

9. Highways
9.1. Outstanding matters

9.2. Water Lane Footpath

These matters were discussed with SCC JS
earlier in the meeting and reported under
item 5.

The Council have received a complaint
about the Water Lane Footpath. The
complaint was that the field had been
ploughed right up to the edge of the
footpath. Landowners have 21 days to
reinstate footpaths if they have failed to
allow access.

Several Clirs had
inspected the area and
found that although the
path is narrow it is still
passable. No further
action required.

10. Planning
App. No. DC/25/0851/HH

Detached pergola at Honington House,
Ixworth Road Honington. No Objections

11. Items for Discussion
11.1 Playground Inspection

The recent reports from Clirs SJ and DP
have been received and circulated.

The new picnic bench has been delivered
and will be installed once the base under
the sunshade has been made. After
discussion Cllrs agreed to install slabs as
the base.

Now the goal post has been moved the
new nets can be attached.

Clirs agreed to obtain a quote for removing
the weeds/vegetation at the bottom and
the sides of the playing field along with

Cllr RW & ClIr DP to liaise.

Cllr DP to attach

Clir IPP will ask for
contact numbers to
obtain quote.




11.2. E- mail contact
details

11.3.SID

11.4. Bus proposal updates

11.5. Emergency Rest
Centre

removing the weeds from around the
edges of the play equipment.

Once the weeds are removed the PC
agreed to purchase more play bark.

Cllr RW agreed to inspect the playground
and prepare the report in the absence of
Clir SR for the month of July.

Itis good practice for the Clerk and Clirs to
use a.gov.uk e-mail domain name. After
discussion Cllrs agreed for the Clerk to use
.gov.uk.

Clirs were happy to be cc within the PC but
in all other instances to use bcc.

Due to issues with recharging, it was
proposed that the Sapiston SID be placed
on the Troston Road, whilst the Troston
Road SID will be transferred to Sapiston.
A quote was presented to ClIr’s from
Coeval. Cllrs agreed to accept option 2
with a solar panel 100W for £1,611.00
(including delivery and installation). Solar
panel 50W was £1,418.00.

Clir IPP has been liaising with Beth Morley
from Cenex to discuss transport issues.
Topics raised included Electric Bikes, EV
charging points, using the Connect service
for residents. CllIr IPP spoke of the
frustration experienced by travellers by a
lack of communication from bus
companies. Clirs agreed they would like to
reinstate the service from the Village to
Thetford (it currently terminates at Euston)
and for a bus service to run to Ixworth.

Clir RW joined a meeting with the Village
Hall Committee to discuss proposals to
install a community emergency rest centre
plan. This would allow the use of the
Village Hall in the event of an emergency.
The Village Hall are to provide the asset

Purchase more play grade
bark.

Cllr RW

Clerk to investigate
further.

Current costs quoted are
£138 for 2 years along
with £24 - £30 for each e-
mail address

Cllr RW to liaise and
Order.

Cllr RW to forward the
plan to the Clerk.

Clir IPP offered the use of
the hall for training.




and the VH and the PC will work together
to produce the plan, which will ultimately
rest with the PC.

12. Finance
12.1. Thank you’s and
Requests

12.2. Payments to be
Authorised

No thank you’s or requests received.

Clirs RW & RH signed the approval form,
which is included with the minutes for
payments to be made.

Clerk to process
payments.

13. Correspondence

Items received:

Play Equipment Brochures-Sunshine Gym &
NBB Outdoors

Annual Canvass Briefing Pack

Civil Service Choral Evensong

SALC AGM

SALC - Clerk contract, sick pay, pension

Informed resident this is a
matter for the Village Hall
and all legal duties were

E-mail from parishioner regarding
advertising application for Village Hall
Licence.

carried out.

14. Matters to Report
14.1. Audit Dates

14.2. Project Gigabit
rollout

14.3. WS Local Plan

The Audit for the financial year 2024/2025
is available for inspection from July 1% until
August 11,

CityFibre have been awarded a contract to
provide a full broadband network to many
rural areas across Suffolk. This is a 4-year
programme and work is due to start in our
area shortly. CityFibre will contact us
nearer the time as to when this will begin.

Further details can be found at
www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/Planning

policies/local plans/ws-local-plan-review

Contact the Clerk for
more details.

15. Confidential Item

The Clerk and Cllr DP were asked to leave
the room for this item to be discussed.

16. DATE OF THE NEXT
MEETING

MONDAY 8™ SEPTEMBER 2025 AT 7PM IN
THE VILLAGE HALL

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.15pm.



http://www.westsuffolk.gov.uk/planning/Planning

